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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for providing a framework for document objects 
located on a network, the method comprising: 

creating one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network; 

enabling user s of the network tot he creatione of a link relationships between a 
first document object located on the network and a second document object located on 
the network: 

allowing users to tlie assig nment of attributes describing the link relationships^md 
t he document objects related by the linlc relationships ; and 

managing presentation to a us eji ^reti'ieving tlie link relationships between th e 
d ocument objects located on the network using the assign e d attributes to deterniine which 

li nk relationships are presented to the user and the manner in wh ich t h e l ink rel atio n s hips 
aFe-pF a unique identifier that locates a document object on the network e s ented. 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , wherein the allowing step 

comprises further comprising the step o1^ t 

d efining one or more link relationship attributes describing the link relationships stored in 

the one or more link directories: and 

as s igning one or more lin k-relati onship attribute s to each link relationship , wherein the 

em 

the user assigning the lijik relationship attributes; and 

storing the link relationships with the attributes in the one or more link directories- 

on the network separate from the document objects > 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of managing. 
wherein the managing step comprises: 

creating one or more user profiles, wherein the one or more user profiles specify 
one or more link directories and one or more attributes relevant to a user's interests; 
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retrieving from the one or more link dii'ectories one or more link relationships 
between a cun-ent document object accessed by the iKser and other document objects 
located on the network; 

applying the one or more user profiles as filters against the one or more retrieved 

link relationships to determine which link relationships to present to the-a_user; and 

presenting the retrieved and filtered link relationships to the user while the user is 
accessing a document object. 
Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises 
permitting users of the network to access the one or more link directoriesf. 
Claim 5 (original): The method of claim 3, wherein the presenting step comprises ordering the 
link relationships presented to the user by link directories and by discrete attributes describing 
the link relationships. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 2, wherein the allowing step further 
comprises_T 

d <?fining one or more document object attributes d e scribing link references to th e 

document objects related by the linlc relationships stored in the one or more link directorie s ^; an d 

assigning one or more documen t object attributes to e ac h link reference onc of the 

document objects , wherein the assigned document object attributes describe the document 
objects as determined by the user assigning the document object attributes . 
Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim ^i, wherein the enabling step of assigning 
one or more relevant link relationship attributes c omprises: 

choosing assigning one or more do cument obj e ct attributes associated with to the 

first document object; 

ch oosing assigning one or more do cument object attributes associat ed with to the 

second document object; and 

generating creating a link relationship attribute comprisin g described by a 

relationship between the chosen document object assigned attribute for the first document 

object and the chosen document objec t assigned attribute for the second document object. 
Claims 8-13 (canceled). 
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Claim 14 (original): The method of claim 3, wherein the managing step further comprises 
permitting the user to identify link directories containing link relationships to the document 
object the user is accessing. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The method of claim 3-1, wherein the managing ? j tep farther 



comprising p ermitting the use r to id enti# videntification of link relationships assigned a 



particular attribute. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The method of claim 31, wherein one of the l ink relat i onsliip 
attributes identifies the user who created a creator of t he link relationship. 
Claim 17 (canceled). 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The method of claim 61, wherein one of the document object 
attributes identifies the-an entity responsible for the-a_document objec t located on the network to 
which the docume nt object attribute applies . 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method of claim 18, wherein the managing step further 
comprisinges presenting to the-a_user link references to document objects associated with an 
identifiedrthe responsible entity. 
Claim 20 (canceled). 
Claim 21 (canceled). 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The method of claim-24^ wherein the managing step further 
comprises presenting a user of the network accessing a link relationship with the an identity of 
th e user creating a creator of the link relationship., and th e id e ntity of th e entities r e sponsible for 
the docum e nt obj e cts. 

Claim 23 (original): The method of claim 3, wherein the step of presenting the retrieved and 
filtered link relationships is restricted to authorized users. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The method of claim 3 35, wherein the allowing step further 
comprises defining valid data types associated with each hnk relationshipt he attribute values . 
Claim 25 (currently amended): The method of claim 24, further comprising validating link 
relationship attribute value s assigned by users , the validating comprising matching defined the 
valid data types to the attribute values assigned to the link relationship attributes by users . 
Claim 26 (currently amended): The method of claim 343, wherein the managing step further 
comprises permitting users to specify a value or range of values for a selected attribute used to 
filter the retrieved link relationships. 
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Claim 27 (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the link relationship created by 
the user in the enabling step comprises a link reference including a network address containing a 
bookmark. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): A computer readable medium upon which is embedded 
instructions for carrying out a method for providing a framework for document objects located 
on a network, the method comprising: 

maintaining one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network; 

creating^ link relationships between a first document object located on the 
network and a second document object located on the network; 

allowing users to assign attributes describing a the link relationship and the 
document objects related by the link relationship; and 

managing pr e sentation of retrieving the link relationships using a unique identifier 
that identifies a document object, the assigned attribut e s to d e termin e which linlc 
relationships ar e presented and the manner in which the linlc r e lationships are pres e nted. 
Claim 29 (currently amended): The computer readable medium of claim 28, wherein the 
allowing step comprises: 

defining one or more link relationship attributes describing the link relationships 
stored in the one or more link directories; and 

assigning one or more link relationship attributes to each link relationship, 
wherein the one or more assigned link relationship attributes describe the link 
relationship as determined by the user assigning the link relationship attributes; and 

storing the linlc relationships with the attributes in the one or more link directories 
located on the network separate from the docum e nt objects . 
Claim 30 (currently amended): The computer readable medium of claim 28, wherein the 
managing step comprises: 

creating one or more user profiles, wherein the one or more user profiles specify 
one or more link directories and one or more attributes relevant to the user's interests; 

r e trieving firom the one or more linlc dir e ctori e s on e or mor e linlc r e lationships 
betw e en a current docum e nt object accessed by a user and other docum e nt objects 
locat e d on the network; 
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applying the one or more user profiles as filters against the one or more retrieved 
link relationships to determine which link relationships to present; and 

presenting the retrieved and filtered link relationships while a document object is 

accessed. 

Claim 31 (original): The computer readable medium of claim 30, wherein the presenting step 
comprises ordering the link relationships presented by link directories and by discrete attributes 
describing the link relationships. 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The computer readable medium of claim 29 28, wh e r e in the 
allowing st e p fiirther comprises comprising: 

defining on e or more docum e nt object a list of attributes, describing linlc 

refer e nces to th e document objects r e lat e d by th e linlc relationships stor e d in the on e or 

more linlc directori e s; and 

assigning on e or more document obj e ct attributes to each link r e f e renc e at th e 

tim e th e associat e d linlc r e lationship is created, wh e r e in the assign e d document object 
attribut e s describe the docum e nt obj e cts as d e t e rmin e d by th e user assigning the 
document object attribut e s. 

Claim 33 (new): The method of claim 1, further comprising creating a list of attributes. 

Claim 34 (new): The method of claim 33 wherein the allowing step comprises assigning 

attributes from the list of attributes. 

Claim 35 (new): The method of claim 33 further comprising creating a list of attribute values 
that correspond to an attribute in the list of attributes. 

Claim 36 (new): The method of claim 35 wherein the allowing step further comprises assigning 
attribute values from the list of attribute values. 

Claim 37 (new): The method of claim 36 wherein the assignment of an attribute value 
automatically inherits the benefit of the context of the associated attribute. 
Claim 38 (new): The method of claim 33 further comprising declaring that a first attribute is 
subordinate to a second attribute. 

Claim 39 (new): The method of claim 38 wherein the assignment of the second attribute 
automatically inherits the benefit of the context of being subordinate to the second attribute. 
Claim 40 (new): The method of claim 33 comprising declaring that the first attribute is 
dependent of a plurality of other attributes. 
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Claim 41 (new): The method of claim 40 wherein the assignment of the first attribute 
automatically inherits the benefit of the context of the assigned plurality of other attributes 
Claim 42 (new): The method of claim 35 further comprising declaring an attribute from the list 
of attributes is subordinate to an attribute value from the list of attribute values. 
Claim 43 (new): The method of claim 33 further comprising: 

identifying a first attribute; 

identifying a second attribute; 

creating a pair attribute that further describes a link relationship described by the first 

attribute and the second attribute. 
Claim 44 (new): The method of claim 43 further comprising declaring pair attribute values 
further describing the one or more pair attributes. 

Claim 45 (new): The method of claim 43 wherein the allowing step further comprises assigning 
the pair attribute to the link relationship described by the first attribute and the second attribute. 
Claim 46 (new): The method of claim 45 comprising assigning a pair attribute value to the link 
relationship described by the first attribute and the second attribute. 
Claim 47 (new): The method of claim 33 fiirther comprising declaring that one or more 
attributes from the list of attributes is required to be assigned. 

Claim 48 (new): The method of claim 33 further comprising declaring that a first attribute from 
the list of attributes must be assigned when a second attribute from the list of attributes is 
assigned. 

Claim 49 (new): The method of claim 6, further comprising permitting the identification of 
document objects assigned a particular attribute. 
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